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BIBLICAL TRUTH ABOUT THE BODY OF CHRIST

(The Church in Practice As God Intended)

Lecture One

The Church In Fellowship and Service

Introduction.--(l) Ecclesiology is crucial to Baptist theology; it is what makes Baptists unique
among other Christian groups, including Evangelicals. (2) Ecclesiology includes (a) the nature
and work of the Church and (b) the ordinances: baptism and the Lord's supper. (3) Paul in most
of his writings emphasizes the practical, but the practical is reinforced by the theological. This
type of approach makes theology pertinent and relevant. Paul, therefore, never gives a
complete discussion of ecclesiology per se; it is always discussed in a practical setting (e.g., Rom
6).

I. Implications of Koinonia and Diakonia 
1. Word Study: Fellowship (koinonia) and Ministry (diakonia) 

a. Koinonia and cognate words 
i. Koinonos--"fellow,'' "participant:" It implies fellowship or sharing with

someone or in something.
ii. Koinoneo--"to share with someone" (to be koinonos), "to take part," "to have a

share with someone," "to give a part," "to impart."
iii Koinonia--an abstract term from koinonos, denoting "participation,"

"fellowship." A two-sided relationship with emphasis either on the giving or
receiving. It can be translated, therefore, "participation," "impartation,"
"fellowship.

b. Diakonia and cognate 
i. Diakonia--"service," "ministry," "aid," "support," "distribution."

       ii. Diakonos--"deacon," "minister," "servant."
2. Definition of Church: "A congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant

in the faith and fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ, governed
by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by His word"
(New Hampshire Confession). 

3. Koinonia (fellowship), therefore, pertains to the relationship between the members .
4. Diakonia (ministry) pertains to the role of the church in serving Christ. 
5. The Pauline expression "Body of Christ" is a metaphor illuminating these two facets of

the nature and purpose of the church.

II. Koinonia and Diakonia in the Body of Christ 
1. 1 Corinthians 12

  a. A church is compared to a human body (12, 13, 28).
b. Unity and diversity in the body.

i. Unity is required for it to be a body (12, 13).
ii. Diversity requires many parts, members (14-17).
iii. Differences in function needed so that it will be a body (19-20). 
iv. God designed the differences (18).
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v.  All parts of the body are included and needed (21-24).
vi. Koinonia in unity and fellow-suffering and fellow-rejoicing (25-26). 

c. The (a) church is Christ's body (28).
i. Gifts are for function, not salvation: apostles, prophets, etc. (28-30; cf.   Rom.

12:4).
ii. Salvation is presupposed, but not discussed.

d. Koinonia, therefore, occurs in the unity and diversity (different people working
together).

e. Diakonia also appears as the body working together gets the job done. 
2. Ephesians 4:7-16
 a. A list of gifts relating to function (7-11; cf. Rom 12, 1 Cor 12). 
 b.  The gifts are given "for (pros) the equipping of the saints for (eis) the work of

service (diakonia), to (eis) the building up of the body of Christ" (12). 
 c. Service and growth is the purpose of the gifts (13-15). 
 d. Koinonia in the body produces growth and service (16). 
 e. This passage is another good example of fellowship and service in the church.

III. Christ's Church Is Very Important
1. The church is important because it is the body of Christ (Eph 1:22-23). 

a. It is "His body"--a concept showing the inter-relatedness of the members. 
b. It is "His body" and "the fulness"--a concept showing the important relationship to

Christ--the "complement" or "completer"--"full development, plenitude"--of Christ.
2. The church is important because it is God's chosen place to receive glory (Eph 3:21).

a. A prayer (or doxology) for glory to God--a wish not a declarative statement.
b. God is to receive glory in the church--but not exclusively--the main way but not the

sole way.

Conclusion.--God established and designed the church so that the various members working
together could grow and be His body on earth while He is in heaven.

Lecture Two 

Baptism Is A Sign, Not A Sacrament

Introduction.--At the heart of ecclesiology is the worship of the church and the divinely
ordained ordinances which pertain to the proclamation and remembrance of the Gospel. In
Christendom there has been much controversy over the subject of baptism. Baptism--and our
beliefs on the proper administration of it--is where we get our name, Baptists.

I. Negative Considerations 
1. Baptism is not a Sacrament, with saving efficacy.
2. Based on false reasoning, depending on 2 Greek prepositions: en, eis. 

a. en X (in Christ) equals salvation (2 Cor 5:17). 
b. Baptism into Christ (eis X) produces in X (en X).

      c. Therefore, baptism produces salvation (RC and CC?). 
      3. BUT THIS IS CONTRARY TO NT TEACHING ON JUSTIFICATION, etc. 
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4. Evangelical Protestantism teaches a spirit baptism--spirit baptizes us into X--it is not a
baptism in water at all and/or water baptism is a picture of spirit baptism (i.e.,
"pouring out of the spirit").

5. BUT THIS IS A WRONG WAY TO INTERPRET THESE PREPOSITIONS.

II. Positive Considerations .
1. Baptism is a sign (completely).
2. En is used to show element in which one is immersed; eis is used to indicate

something else.
3. OT usage of en in baptismal passages.

a. LXX has en in only example of baptize with prep. in OT 2 Kgs 5:14. 
b. MT tabhal always uses the same prep: be. Baptizo with en, bapto with eis and en.

4. NT usage of en in baptismal passages. 
a. Mk 1, Matt 3, Lk 3. 
b. What about Mk 1:97, etc.

      c. 1 Cor 10,1 Cor 12, Gal 3, Rom 13, Rom 6. 
5. OT usage of le/eis in symbolic acts.

       a. 1 Kgs 19 
b. Ez. 37

Conclusion.--le and eis each used as a "pointer" to indicate the relationship between an act and
what is symbolized (cf. BDB). Baptism is a sign referring to something else--it is not
sacramental or magical.

Lecture Three

Baptism Is Confession and Profession 

Introduction--As a sign, baptism points to something else. It is a confession and profession of
faith in Christ. 

I. Baptism Is A Confession
    1. A sign (symbol) of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (not a pouring out of the

spirit)--DBR are in Rom 6 and Col 2. 
    2. OT examples of dramatic portrayals--
    a. Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Isaiah. 

b. John the Baptist and Elijah. 
c. Sabbath observance.

      d. Circumcision, scape-goat.
3. Baptism, therefore, is a dramatic portrayal of the DBR of Jesus. 
4. A dramatic testimony of belief in these events.
5. Confession is defined as "a formal statement of religious beliefs." 
6. Baptism is a dramatic statement of one's belief that Christ died, was buried, and rose

again.
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II. Baptism Is A Profession
1.  It identifies w/X--we play out the role--like Sabbath observance and scapegoat.
2. A common act produces unity--cf. Gal 3--"putting on X" equals "one" as in Sabbath

observance and circumcision. 
3. A profession of death and burial (Rom 6).
4. A profession of resurrection and life (Rom 6), cf. Gal 2:20. 
5. Profession is defined as "an act of taking vows [i.e., promises] of a religious

community.
6. Therefore, baptism is a dramatic profession of a new life to be lived with Christ.

Conclusion.--(l) A Christian's life is to be different from the world (see Rom 6:1-2). (2) The
initiatory Christian rite of baptism testifies to this; it signifies death and resurrection of self. (3)
A wonderful sign of confession and profession.

Lecture Four

The Supper Is For Communion, Not For Salvation

Introduction.--Paul's discussion of the Lord's Supper is especially crucial to the present study.
(1) The Lord's Supper is one of the two ordinances given to the church. (2) Paul uses both of the
expressions "koinonia" and "body of Christ" in his discussion of the Supper.

I. The General Context of Paul's Discussion 
1. Paul's discussion of the Supper is limited to 1 Corinthians 10 and 11; perhaps a

reference also in 1 Corinthians 5. 
2. The larger problem with which Paul is dealing in 1 Cor 8-13 is the responsibility of

members one toward another (cf. 8:9-13; 10:23f.; 11:22; 12:12-26; 13).
3. As it has been said, "indeed to eat and drink not discerning the Lord's body is to

comport oneself in the Gathering oblivious of the needs of one's brother, that is, one's
fellow member in the one body" (Stuart Currie).

                 
II. A Warning Against Sacramentalism 

1. In 1 Cor 10:1-13, Paul warns that the fact that one has been baptized and has eaten the
Lord's Supper is no guarantee of salvation. 

2. Probably he is combating a form of sacramentalism at Corinth.

III. A Warning Against Idolatry 
1. Closely related and probably stemming from the warning in w. 1-13 is a warning

against idolatry, vv. 14-22.
2. Paul uses the Lord's Supper as an example of why idolatry is wrong. 
3. He shows that one cannot have fellowship (koinonia) with God's people as represented

in the Lord's Supper and also have fellowship with the worshipers of demons.
4. Even these verses, however, should be interpreted in the light of his subsequent

discussion in chapter 11 and vice versa.
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IV. A Suggested Translation
    1. The following translation is suggested by the author: 1 Cor 10:16-21.

(16) Is not [emphatic] the cup of (the) blessing [emphasis on "cup") which we bless a
sharing [koinonia] of the blood [genitive case] of Christ? Is not [emphatic] the loaf
which we bless [emphasis on "loaf"] a sharing [koinonia] of the body [genitive
case] of Christ?

(17) Because [there is] one loaf, we, the many, are one body, for we all partake of the
one loaf.

(18) Look at Israel according to [the] flesh--are not the ones who eat the sacrifices
sharers [koinonoi] of the altar [genitive case]? 

(19) What then am I saying? That food offered to an idol is anything? or that an idol is
anything?

(20) To the contrary, [I am saying this] because what things the pagans sacrifice, they
sacrifice to demons [emphatic] and not to God, and I do not wish you to become
sharers [koinonoi] of the things [ton] of demons [genitive case].

(21) You cannot drink a cup of [the] Lord and a cup of demons. You cannot partake of
[or, from] a table of [the] Lord and a table of demons.

2. This translation attempts to translate koinonia and koinonoi (the plural of koinonos,
see lecture one) consistently, as well as the words in the genitive case ("of")
immediately following them. Most English translations neglect this.

V. Some Observations and Conclusions
1.  The koinonia (sharing) is with one another--not a sharing in or with God. 
2. They are sharing the meal, a meal which is eaten "in remembrance of me" (11:24-25).
3.  Significant meaning in verse 17.

a. Is it a parenthesis in which "body" has a different meaning from verse 16? Even if it
is parenthetical, it anticipates Paul's subsequent discussion in chapters 11 and 12.

b. Is verse 17 Paul's explanation of verse 16; a common expression which Paul may be
quoting? In this case the crucified and risen body of Jesus is the basis of the church,
the event which created and is creating it. 

c. Those who share together at the table of demons, as well as those who share
together at the Lord's table, have a koinonia which ties them together. By virtue of
the broken body of Christ, represented by the one loaf, the participants at the Lord's
table are "one body. 

d. Because there is "one loaf" on the table, one should recognize that there is "one
body" among the koinonoi. Since all share the one loaf, they are koinonoi, they have
koinonia, they are "one body. 

4. The church can be "one body" only because of the death of Christ; and only believers
can be koinonoi at the Lord's table.

5. The act of sharing, however, also helps strengthen the koinonia and unity which the
members of the Corinthian church already have (cf. chapter 12). 

6. Verse 17 states, therefore, that the loaf represents the Corinthian church as "one body,"
and it helps produce koinonia in the body.
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Lecture Five

The Supper Is For Communion, Not For Division

Introduction.--(l) The admonition here is different from chapter 10, but the underlying view of
the Supper is the same: (2) Both accounts in chapters 10 and 11 should be interpreted in the light
of one another.

I. A Divided Church (1 Cor 11:17-22) 
1. Paul warns that their observance of the Lord's Supper ("when you meet together") is

"not to eat the Lord's Supper" (v. 20)--it is their own. What they thought was the
Lord's Supper was not really the Lord's Supper! 

2. This was because "when you come together as a church, ... divisions exist among you"
(v. 18).

3. This is true because the one loaf represents the unity of the body. A body with
divisions is no longer a body.

4. The major abuse was a disregard for the other members. They were despising the
church of God and shaming some of her members (v.22).

II. A Serious Result (1 Cor 11:23-32) 
1. This makes the violator guilty of the body and blood of the Lord (v. 27). 
2. The Supper is, after all, a memorial to the death of Christ (vv. 23-26). 
3. Koinonia must be present and the Supper which represents the koinonia must be

shared together also.
4. Either violation is to eat and drink unworthily--when someone eats and drinks "not

discerning the body"--i.e., the church as body of Christ--he is eating and drinking
judgment on himself. A contempt for the members of the body (cf. 12:20-27) will
bring God's judgment.

5. The expressions to "despise the church of God," to "shame those who have nothing"
(v. 22), to eat or drink "in an unworthy manner" (v. 27), to "not judge the body rightly"
(v. 29), and to " judge ourselves rightly" (v. 31) all apparently refer to the same,
underlying concept.

III. A Suggested Remedy (1 Cor 11:33-34) 
1. The participants, therefore, should "wait for one another" (v.33).Failure to do this

shows a lack of love and appreciation for the brethren and produces judgement and
keeps the supper from being the Supper.

2. The Lord's Supper is intended to bring communion (koinonia) and not division in the
church.

3. For the participant to "examine himself" is to recognize his part and function in the
body of Christ and his responsibility to the rest of the members. These words probably
should be translated "prove himself" (cf. ASV). He "proves himself" to the church.
The church then makes a decision about his eating or not eating ("let him eat").

Conclusion.--(l) The whole discussion of the Lord's Supper, therefore, has shown that the body
of Christ, as illustrated by the symbol of the Supper, is best seen in the visible, concrete relations
in the church (local, of course), and not in an invisible body containing all of the redeemed. (2) I
believe, therefore, that the Lord's Supper should be observed only on the local church level, with
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only members of that church participating. The Supper is a picture of koinonia; we do not have
body of Christ koinonia with those who are not members of our own church.

Philip R. Bryan
BMA Seminary
1530 E. Pine St.

Jacksonville, Texas 75766

12/30/2002
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